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An Abflrat of the

The Society allow ten pounds worth of books
to each Miffion for a library, and five pounds
worth of pious {mall tra&s to every new Mif-
fionary, to be diftributed among his parifhio-
ners, and other parcels of books, as occafion
require. And as the Socicty generally receive
from their Miflionaries accounts of their pro-
ecedings, and of the ftate of their feveral Mif-
fions, it is thought proper to publith the fol-
lowing Abftra& of fuch informations as were
were received from the Miffionaries and others
in the year 1784. : '

Newfoundland.
In the beginning of laft fpring the Rev.,

. Walter Price, Curate of Dartmouth, having

been recommended to the Society by the prin-

~cipal merchants and traders at that place, asa

very proper perfon to fucceed the late Mr.
Langman in the Miffion of St. John’s, New-
foundland, was accordingly appointed to it,
and the Society have had the fatisfattion of
kearing that he is very happily fettled there,
and meets with every encouragement which
his diligent attention to the duties of his func-
tion may induce him to expec from the regard
and efteem of his congregation. :

In the courfe of the year the Society have
received feveral letters from him, by which it
eppears in gencral, that the religious ftate of
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the ifland requires much more fpiritual affift-
ance than the Society are at prefent enabled to
afford, there being many places where a
Minifter might be very advantageoufly em-
ployed. The Popifh religion prevails much
throughout the ifland.

There are about two or thee thoufand win~
ter refidents in St. John’s. Mr. Price had
baptifed 31, married 16, buried 66. The
principal inhabitants and magiftrates conftantly.
attend church, but the number of communi-
cants is as yet very fmal].

Befides the caré¢ of his own proper parifh,
he has occafionally vifited other placés : in par-
ticular, Pity Harbor and Bay Bull, " thirty-two
miles from St. John. At the latter place there
are 6@o inhabitants, ‘but very few Proteftants.
He reprefents to the Society that the fouthern
parts of the ifland, from ‘Ferryland to Cape
Rois, ftand in great need of a Miffionary.
That, at Placentia, St. Mary's, Fortune Bay,
and Trepafley, there are many Englith people
fettled who have never heard the word of God
preached among them for thirty years paft.

The northern part, from Trinity Bay to
Cape St. John’s, is equally deftitute of theop-
portunitics of public worfhip. In fome places
& few religious lay men aflemble their n;igh-
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bours together, and read the fervice -of the
church and a fermon. -"This has been the cafe
more particularly at Trioity -Bay and the
adjacent Harbors, where a Minifter has long.
Been wanting. - The * principal inhabitafsts, |
however, being now in a -more fettled 'ftate
fince the peace, and thoroughly fenfible of the

baneful influence which the ‘wait of: eeligious
inftru@tion and public worfhip have. had o
the morals and happinefs of :the people, . have
axprefled -their concern -ta :the Sociéty, .and
earnafily folicited their. proteétion-and aflit~.
ance. At the fame time: they have récom-.
mended a gentleman of good abilities and. un-
biemifhed character, who.at prefent endeavors

ta {upply the: defect- by reading prayers and .a

fevmon tg hisacighbors gvery Lprd’s day ; and,.
whom they would be happy.to bave fixed-in..
that place ias 3, Miffienary from the Society..
And confidering the deplorable. fitnation of
the people. there, and the. ftrong affurances..
that the perfon recommended is very likely to

anfwer the Society’s view. in. {preading the
knowledge of. the Gofpel,  they have given.
leavs for his repairing tp England, that he.may.
be ordaingd, and return, Mifliopary to that.
place. ' ‘

“The Society have fent Mr, Price a large
number of prayer-books and religious tralts.
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